September 9th, 2008

Today I went out to a place near the airport where a friend named Murphy has a friend who works at an internet cafe. The place was quite empty but there were a few people who agreed to be photographed and who fit the brief. Although indoors, the background was quite good, sort of plain but with splashes of colour. Although indoors there was quite a bit of natural light inside thanks to the fact that it was right by the main entrance. I shot 5 people including my assistant friend. 

September 10th, 2008

I was going to shoot today initially but it rained all day. In the end I went out to take care of some errands but brought my camera and forms out with me. I was just going to deal with photo related errands. I was waiting for Graeme in front of the camera shops and I spotted a neat background. I liked it quite a lot and hoped that someone would come by. I got lucky, two guys did and one had great style. I hope the shot works, the light was quite bad though and I didn’t have my tripod with me, so we’ll just have to wait and see. That’s just one subject today, but if I can consistently come out with shots day after day then I’ll be fine I think. 

September 11th, 2008

Today I headed for a bit to Xinhai. I had one background in particular in mind before getting there but as I feared by the time I got there it was fully in shade and I realized that it might only be useful in the morning hours when the sun is rising. Luckily another wall just around the corner was light enough and possibly better than the first one on the other side. I shot several people there. I’ve learned now to be a little more forward with people and not back out myself or not let them back out so easily. I’ve learned that often they find it difficult to say no and are looking for a reason to say no, sometimes searching really hard and long and if I give in then that’s it. There are many factors that I am working on myself to persuade people to pose for me. I think it’s working better and better. Today’s best subject was a young guy with orange/white leather or fake leather shoes, black pants and a multicoloured shirt. His image was one of Michael Jackson in the 80’s.

September 12th, 2008

Today I set out but probably started a little too late. I have to be careful about losing the light. If it gets too late then too many places are in full shadow. I need to start heading out a little earlier, around 1 and not 2 or 3. That’s really important. 

I shot with Murphy today. It really is easier with someone else whom I can have translate and explain a bit better what I am doing. It also helps with the flash or reflector. By the way I forget that I need to be careful wit the flash, it really has to be a light burst from far away. I shot mainly at one hair salon today, got a few interesting pics I think. 
September 13th, 2008
I was fairly successful today even after last night’s drinking and today’s hangover. I headed to Taiyuan jie area and shot in a few locations, mainly near Changren jie where I found some more salons and pretty good backgrounds. I must not end up shooting just these guys though cause it will end up being a project about hair stylists. Which, I’m not out to do. I’m having more and more fun now, I’m much happier now that I’m choosing the backgrounds more wisely. We’ll see how it goes. Have to start developing some rolls. Maybe Kai Fa Qu tomorrow.

September 14th, 2008

Today we headed out to a random destination. We thought that we could just go out and get on a bus and go somewhere which we did, but it didn’t really give us much. We went to a beach and the beach had nothing really of interest, some people, no backgrounds and a lot of garbage. 

The interesting thing is that on the way to the bus we were stopped by the migrant workers that I have been seeing most days on Huanghe lu. I pretty much got what I asked for. One guy there wanted me to shoot them. The story continues but it’s not part of this project. 

On the way back I was lucky to see a few kids, one of whom really fit the project well, at least with his colours. The light was perfect and I had a pretty good plain background. I shot him and his friends with the light absolutely perfect at around 4:30 in the afternoon. 


September 15th, 2008

We went out to shoot again without a clear plan over to Xinhai area. It didn’t work out till we came across one of those fair grounds at the beach and saw a great character, the guy with the microphone inviting everyone to join the ride. He was riding this round and round thing that spun and went up and down. He stood in the middle with his sunglasses and cowboy hat and mic without being strapped in. It was hilarious to watch. I snapped him on a good background on his ride. I think it should be pretty good. Later on we made it to the big book and spotted a girl that was perfect. The background was pretty much empty of people, which is lucky and the bridge behind matched her clothes in colour. As I was setting up I had to hurry as people kept walking into the frame. Britney kept asking them to walk away. After one picture my roll finished and being in the hurry that I was I screwed up horribly and opened the film compartment as it was rewinding! I don’t know how many pictures were wasted. Urgh, really learned to slow down there, cause I always end up breaking stuff when I’m in a hurry. (updated November 8th) Later turned out that no pics were actually lost, thank goodness cause one of my best pics was on that roll.

Luckily we went back and shot the cowboy hat guy. Besides that I don’t think there’s anything to really cry about. We’ll see though when I develop. 

September 19th
Today was an ok day. I went out once again to Xinhai for lack of better ideas. Prior to Xinhai I did try Taiyuan Jie again but that was not inspiring. I set up at the Asia Ocean World or something like that, with a colourful background of blue and turquoise or something like that. I happened to get there as two large groups of youth were posing with the fake whales and dolphins in the cesspool like thing that is right in front of the building. I approached two girls, which I was a bit hesitant about doing seeing as they were probably with their teacher and were quite young looking yet dressed provocatively. I think that in the West I would have trouble getting away with something like that. Depends I guess. These girls were not at all suspicious of my intentions and were happy to pose for me. I didn’t get told off by anyone either. 
September 20th
No pics. Today was crap. I mean I walked around so much, trying to spot places to photograph and I just couldn’t find anything. I mean I just wasn’t inspired by what I saw. Part of it might just be a certain lack of motivation as well. It’s complicated, it’s spontaneous, when I do get the shots, it happens quickly and it seems like a bunch of things come together. It all obviously has a lot to do with myself and how I feel that day. 
September 21st
Today was another bit of a frustrating day. I went out all the way to Kai Fa Qu, the New Development Zone. It’s actually a great place for spotting youth wearing fashionable clothes and there are spots with cool backgrounds and little areas of hair stylists and internet cafes and whatnot. The problem for me was mainly that areas were either way too crowded or had nobody at all walking by. There are a few little community like areas, these complexes with oddly shaped buildings and lots of colours but just nobody around. 

Luckily I didn’t go home empty handed I did take a few pics of some youth who were hanging out on a sidewalk. I got them in a sort of alley spot but I don’t think that the results will be great, just ok. 

September 24th
Today I went out with my camera, both film and digital and I chanced upon one photo. There was a family that wanted to have a photo taken with us, which is typical of course but I wanted to photograph one of the young guys who was wearing a black suit with white leather shoes, I got him with a pretty good background I think. We’ll just have to wait and see now. I don’t think I’ll shoot for the project for the next week or so and will have to get on it from the beginning of October. 

September 30th
I managed to shoot one person today. This girl was 13. I have been aiming to photograph people slightly older but now that I think of it 13 may be fine, cause at this age there is some decision making on behalf of the child as opposed to the 4 or 5 year old. The kids are what I am not sure about right now. To shoot them or not to shoot them? 

October 1st
Today I shot a whole film and a bit on Yvonne, one of the guides for our Guizhou trip, in Guiyang with one background with the perfect time of day. It was fine, it was personal, seeing as we got to know her quite well. We had a lot of fun with it. I think the pictures will come out fine, if maybe more personal or more intimate than the ones thus far. 

October 3rd
Today I went out into the city of Dalian for the first time in almost two weeks. It was interesting to see that the styles are definitely changing a bit with the coming of colder weather. This is a sign that I have to work fast, people are covering up and it’s fall. Does this mean that there will be a lot less colours? Does this mean that the dress will be very different? I don’t think so actually, but to some extent yes, I mean I think the interest and colours will still be there, just maybe not as much, we’ll just have to see. 
October 4th 

Well, today I went out with Murphy, a friend of a friend who became an assistant. We wondered a little at first and then decided to go to Tiger Beach, back to one of my backgrounds that I shot for in term 2. It’s a good background. I managed to get 5 people to stand in front of it today. Problem is now, can I repeat the backgrounds? Maybe I can, as long as the photos are grouped. We’ll just have to wait and see. 

October 5th
Today I went out and got nothing. Absolutely nothing, I gave up for the day. 

October 7th
Today was a good day. I took off to good old Xinhai. Although months ago I hated the place because everyone always went there to do their assignments or to shoot for whatever reason, I have now taken their place ironically and it is because it suits my project to a large extent. The point is is that people are much more likely to be walking at a slower pace here, maybe just relaxing outside, not on their way anywhere particular. It is also a good spot for light, fairly open without much shade. Another thing is that it is popular with youth and when youth come here they tend to come dressed up to impress others. There are also the fairgrounds here that have interesting colours in them and interesting characters looking after the rides. 

Well, I just never know what to expect. I did quite well today partly thanks to some girls who approached me and hung out with me. The one girl, aged 21, took on to helping me get subjects. A major scare is double exposing film, I’m pretty sure I didn’t but I just can’t be sure. I have been worried about it since earlier today and I had two films in my hand and am just not 100 percent sure if I put the right one in. I need to really be careful, that has been the major lesson of today, be careful with film, very careful, it’s not like digital. 

October 10th
I was out at Xinhai again today with a bit of success. Luckily I shot on one new background but I have to aim for more and I’m not sure that I can continue to go back to Xinhai all of the time. 

October 11th
Today I shot in the old part of Dalian, where one of Dalian’s little old districts, lets just call this one Boris’s Old Town. Will definitely have to go back as I have not exhausted the place for my project and it has a lot of potential with good backgrounds. I think it is a little easier to get people to pose as well cause it’s a slightly slower pace there and people are part of the community and not in a rush to get on a bus or something. 

October 14th
Didn’t end up shooting that much today but did go out and shot a little bit. It’s still coming along slowly but surely I think. Time to develop another set I think to have a look at the current situation.

Today I shot yet again at a hair salon and realized that this is getting slightly old, the whole hair salon scene, my project is not about that particularly so I need to diversify and I thought about where the gap is in my project and I realized that it’s most likely to be students, university students. So, I need to shoot more in and around some university/s. I think Dongcai will be it. That’s what I intended to do a bit of yesterday but we got tired and annoyed quite quickly. 

Whilst shooting at the hair salon the boss lady, I think she was the boss, got a little annoyed with us and told the youth to get back to work basically. She wouldn’t agree for them all to pose in front of the store for a shot. So, we went away, with smiles, no worries I thought. I don’t know if it’s just my paranoia and if it was just a coincidence but on our way back about 20 mins later there was a police car in front of the salon with 3 police officers, one of whom was speaking with the lady. They didn’t stop us, just looked at us a little funny, now, is it all in my imagination? Was it purely coincidence? Something really tells me no. 

October 15th
Today was not exactly intense. Went out hoping to shoot and got lucky with a few spots. One was a design place with a young guy who posed in front of the business and the other was another hair stylist, great purple hair. We walked around, also running errands whilst looking for places to shoot. I’m kind of running out of ideas and although there are places I should be going I am afraid now of wasting a lot of time getting there and back for nothing. 

October 16th
Total fucking waste of time. 

October 17th
Shot in and around DaWai today, the foreign languages university of Dalian. Got some good stuff. I still think that I need more student shots. The weather was fine today but I am afraid I don’t have much time.

October 19th
Shot in the old town again with Peter, Jiang Ping I think is the Chinese. I continued with the same kind of thing as I did last week just setting up in the right place with the right background. Was not as successful maybe as last week, it was much slower, fewer people. Got some stuff though that I think will work. 

On another note I have looked at most of what I have shot by now and I see that I am nearing my goal with this project. I have really shot quite a few subjects. Things are starting to repeat, which is fine. As I knew before, there are probably too many of the haircut guys, mainly guys actually, not girls. So, next time I shoot I should really concentrate on different groups, mainly students. 

It’s ok that the pictures repeat but now editing is going to be a big big challenge. I have now officially shot on 24 different days although they ranged from very good to very bad. 
October 24th
Got one shot today. It might work and it might not. Who knows, though the experience once again proves at the lengthiness of this project, the time investment that the average picture requires because finding the right person and the right location are what I have become obsessed with. 

October 27th
Today was alright. We continued walking in a few areas this time Tangshan Jie and hope square area. Tangshan had one success though a lot of potential seeing as it is quite a colourful street with loads of the hairdressers and a few KTV’s. This is something that I need to get more of, the KTV’s. I did manage to shoot in front of one today. Got a guy in front. Should go back there really or find another one to shoot at. 

October 30th
Shot today at Victory Square and around friendship square. Today I tried out something different with the background and shot in an open area making sure though that there were not too many distractions in the background and that there weren’t any people in the pictures besides my subject. That is something that I have figured is very important for the project because the pictures are all about the individual. I need to shoot more urgh, I’m getting lazy and tired of the project, I’m losing it a bit, but I know that I need more pictures. I’m also finding myself needing to concentrate on the essay part of the project which gives me a big excuse not to shoot.  

November 1st
Short randomly today, 3 girls outside of a shop on Huanghe lu near my home, just coming back from working in a cafe I believe. Thanks to Zang Yue again for her assistance in these random situations for which I am not always mentally prepared. 

November 2nd
I shot in and around the downtown again, including friendship square area. I now see how much potential there still is around the shopping areas where a lot of ‘cool’ youth can be found. The backgrounds, are not great but I can still work with them and there are possibilities of getting images without passer-bys in them. 

November 3rd
Shot today simply after class at night, the shots as I see after developing them were a miserable failure on my behalf with the use of flash with complete overexposure, or was it total underexposure? Either way the negatives are all but garbage.

November 4th 

Shot a bit at the university area before my classes at Dongcai today. Got a few people outside of the campus and one on the campus grounds. Nothing exquisite but it will do. 

November 6th
I shot simply to finish a roll today. I came across a group of girls from Heilongjiang. I am extremely angry with myself for walking away and not reloading my camera with a new roll after taking two pictures, there was a lot of potential there. Urgh!

November 8th
We snapped a guy outside a store today, just one of those guys that couldn’t be let go. It’s getting cold. 
